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Missouri Assistive Technology Council Minutes
April 1st, 2019
Columbia

I.	Call to Order
	A.  Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 11:50 A.M. by chairperson Aaron Luna. Members present: Kelly Cook, Shari LaRoussa, Molly White, Mary Secora, Paula Darr, Pam Arbeiter, Chip Hailey, Gary Wunder, Samantha Marsicovetere and Andrew Lackey. Staff present: Eileen Belton, Brenda Whitlock and David Baker. Visitors present: Michael Goad, Bob Collier and Cathee Wolford. 

	B.  Approval of the Agenda
The agenda for the April Meeting was unanimously approved by a voice vote. (Motion: Wunder; Second: Secora)

	C.  Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the December meeting were unanimously approved by a voice vote. (Motion: Lackey; Second: Arbeiter)

II.	Reports
	A.  Director
		1. Council Membership & Financial Disclosure
At the December meeting, it was mentioned that the Senate, House, Developmental Disabilities Council and Rehabilitation Services for the Blind positions were in need of new members. Letters to both the Senate Pro Tem and the Speaker of the House were sent requesting appointment of a new member. David also spoke with Rehabilitation Services for the Blind and the Missouri Development Disabilities Council about potential new members. 

In addition, David spoke with the new director of the Governor’s Boards and Commissions Office about the Council’s on-going need for re-appointments and new appointments. The conversation was very positive. Upon conclusion of the legislative session, it is hoped that appointments and re-appointments will be forthcoming. 

Finally, members officially appointed by the Boards and Commissions Office were reminded that they need to file their Personal Financial Disclosure form no later than May 1st, 2019. 

			2. Staff Vacancy
A job announcement for the Assistant Director position formerly held by John has been posted. Applicants will be reviewed and interviews conducted over the next couple of weeks. 


			3. Technology First Initiative
In February, the Department of Mental Health/Division of Developmental Disabilities announced that Missouri has become a Technology First state. Technology First means that the state will first look at technology as a solution for an individual who needs developmental disability services instead of direct support staffing. 

On February 14th, the Division announced its dedication to Technology First with an event before the Mental Health Commission in Jefferson City. Missouri Assistive Technology participated both as a presenter and an exhibitor. The event also featured several vendors and consumers who have benefited from the use of technology. 

To further awareness of the Technology First initiative statewide, a series of “Tech Fests” are scheduled around the state. Thus far, events have been held in Jefferson City and Springfield, with additional events to be scheduled. MoAT has and will continue to participate in these events. 

			4. TAP-T RFP
The new five-year vendor contract for the TAP-T program has been finalized and signed. Teltex is the recipient of the contract. 

			5. ATAP Leadership Symposium	
David attended the annual Association of Technology Act Programs (ATAP) leadership symposium in Washington D.C. in late March. This event allows state AT Program directors to hear directly from the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)/Administration for Community Living (ACL) on their current priorities and initiatives, especially as they relate to the work of the State AT Program grantees; to hear from a variety of disability-focused organizations about current policies and proposals that impact assistive technology; to review issues and trends impacting state AT Programs; and for states to share initiatives and programs worthy of replication in their respective states. 

This year’s leadership symposium corresponded with the federal designation of March 27th as National Assistive Technology Awareness Day. Spearheaded by ATAP, AT Awareness Day is slated to be an annual event corresponding with the leadership symposium. 
				
	B.  Policy/Technical Assistance/Agency Updates
			1. President’s FFY ’20 Budget
The President and Congress have turned their attention to crafting the federal 2020 budget. The submission by the President of his priorities and budget proposal is the first step in the process. 

The President’s budget proposal outlined significant cuts across the various federal agencies, including a 12% cut to the Department of Health and Human Services, who administer the Assistive Technology Act Programs. A $2 million dollar cut to the Technology Act Programs was proposed, reducing them from $34 million in FY 2019 to $32 million in FY 2020. 

The House and Senate will begin work on their respective budgets in upcoming weeks. How Technology Act funding fares in the House and the Senate will be watched closely. 

			2. State FFY ’20 Budget
The state is also crafting its budget for Fiscal Year 2020, which begins on July 1st, 2019. Missouri Assistive Technology’s budget proposals are part of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s budget package. 

David attended both the House and the Senate budget hearings and no questions or issues related to MoAT’s budget were brought up. 

During floor debate in the House, an amendment was added to eliminate an unfilled part-time staff position. The Senate will take up the budget bill next. The status of the part-time position will be followed. 

			3. Federal Legislation
						i. Re-authorization of the Tech Act
There is movement in the 116th Congress to re-authorize the Assistive Technology Act (AT Act), which hasn’t been re-authorized since 2004. The Association of Technology Act Programs has convened a working group to identify changes and additions to the current statute. The goal for re-authorization is to refine and strengthen the existing Act, as opposed to making any significant changes or program shifts. 

			4. State Legislation
					i. Principal Dwellings Tax Credit for Renovations for 								Disability Access
As shared at the December meeting, the Principal Dwellings Tax Credit that provides a tax credit for individuals undertaking home accessibility renovations will sunset at the end of the year unless renewed by the Missouri legislature. 

Three bills that would extend the tax credit are currently before the legislature. These are HB 1060 (Fitzwater), HB 1013 (Roberts) and SB 481 (Hoskins). HB 1060 has advanced the farthest with a hearing scheduled before the Ways and Means Committee. 

					ii. Hearing Aid Distribution Program
In both the House (HB 222) and the Senate (SB 101), bills were again introduced that would establish a hearing aid distribution program. To date, the House bill has not been heard by committee. The Senate version was approved and is before the House. 

In prior sessions, MoAT has had some concern about bills related to the establishment of a hearing aid distribution program. Concern has centered on the suggestion that the Deaf Relay Service and Equipment Distribution Program Fund be used to fund the hearing aid distribution program. 

As introduced in the Senate, this year’s bill language expressly states that those funds shall not be used to fund a hearing aid distribution program.  

			5.  ICT Accessibility Training – St. Louis
AT3 is hosting in St. Louis at the end of April an Information and Communication Technology (ICT) accessibility training for State Tech Act Programs. Eileen will be attending, along with Lainie Strange from the Office of Administration. The purpose of the training is to help build ICT training capacity in states. 

	C.  Program Data and Updates
		1.  ATR and ETC 
The Assistive Technology Reimbursement Program (ATR) is winding up for the school year. As in prior years, school districts across the state have taken full use of this program as a means to purchase assistive technology for students. 

		2.  TAP for Telephone and Wireless 
			i. Captioned Phone/FCC
An issue of concern for some time has been the distribution of and cost associated with captioned phones, which are an alternative form of telecommunications access for people with hearing loss. The cost of providing this service has been quite high and efforts to contain the cost have been a focus of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).

A pilot program that would help assure captioned phones are going to qualified individuals and that would also help contain costs was presented to the FCC by Teltex. It is hoped that the FCC will consider the implementation of this proposed pilot. 

		3.  TAP for Internet / Deaf-Blind Equipment Program 
Brenda noted the addition of a new Braille display being offered via the Deaf-Blind Equipment Program. 

She also mentioned that funds for this fiscal year are nearly exhausted, but she’s hopeful additional funds will be available from the FCC. 
			
		4.  Show-Me Loans / KAT 
			i. Exploring Micro Loans
Eileen shared with the members that consideration is being given to providing a microloan option (loans under $500) for individuals through the Show-Me Loans Program. Currently, the minimum loan amount is $500. As AT costs have come down, the microloan option will assist individuals and families in being able to access iPads with disability apps, home automation devices, purchase refurbished assistive devices, etc. The interest rate on the microloans will be 2%. 

Eileen will continue to work out the programs details, present it to the loan committee for review and a vote. 

Eileen also provided an update on the Fresh Start Program, which is halfway through Year 1. Currently, there are five participants in the program. 

		5.  Demonstration & Recycling 
			i. Additional Devices
Due to a slight increase in Federal funds during FY 2019, staff is looking at updating and providing additional devices to the demonstration centers around the state. 

			ii. Contracts up for renewal 
The yearly contracts for the demonstration and recycling centers will be up for renewal at the end of September. Staff will be reviewing their performance data and reaching out to the various centers to gauge their interest in renewing their agreements with MoAT. 

		6.  Information and Referral & Training 
A brief overview of some recent training and public awareness events staff have participated in was shared. Of note were the Tech Fest events being held in conjunction with the Technology First Initiative and the opportunity to address the State School Building Administrators. 

III. 	Member Reports

Kelly Cook shared that she will be retiring toward the end of this year. 

IV. 	Unfinished Business

			None

V. 	New Business

			None		

VI. 	Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m. by unanimous voice vote (Motion: Hailey; Second: Lackey)
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