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Slide 2 Objectives
· By the end of this you will be able to:
· Describe why assistive technology is important at home and in the community,
· Identify opportunities for use of assistive technology within one’s natural environment,
· Identify activities for incorporating assistive technology into family’s everyday lives.


Slide 3 AAC Myths
1. SLPs are the only professionals who implement and educate on use of AAC devices ,
2. If the child uses an AAC device, he/she will never talk or verbally communicate, 
3. An individual must be nonverbal to use AAC ,
4. An individual is too cognitively impaired ,
5. The child has behavioral issues, he doesn’t need AAC ,
6. He/she is too young/old to start using AAC, 
7. The SLP will have all the answers to AAC questions .

Articles explaining these myths more in-depth: 
https://www.tobiidynavox.com/en-US/learn/what-is-aac/common-questions/?redirect=true. 


Slide 4 Terms
· ATEC – Assistive Technology ,
· AAC – Augmentative and Alternative Communication,
· Multi-modality communication, 
· Direct vs indirect access, 
· Core Vocabulary, 
· Fringe Vocabulary, 
· Multi-disciplinary team,
· Activities of Daily Living (ADLs).


Slide 5 Food for Thought
"Remember: AAC Competency Takes Time! 
Jane Korsten points out that the average 18 month old child has been exposed to 4,380 hours of oral language at a rate of 8 hours/day from birth. A child who has a communication system and receives speech/language therapy two times per week for 20-30 minutes sessions will reach this same amount of language exposure in 84 years."


Slide 6 AAC and ATEC for Home
· AAC and ATEC is not just for therapy or just for school. 
· It’s a commitment to access for individuals with different abilities.
· It’s optimizing independence! 


Slide 7 Helpful Tips
· Encourage AAC to go everywhere with the child, 
· Allow child to explore with AAC and make mistakes,
· Provide feedback and/or acknowledge communicative attempts,
· Never take device or other means of communication away as punishment, instead treat it as you would a verbal child: 
· “Quiet down” – turn the volume down,
·  Time out – sit in the corner if they continue to talk when they were not supposed to. 


Slide 8 Aided Language Stimulation
· Aided language stimulation (ALS) is a communication strategy, where a communication partner teaches symbol meaning and models language by combining his or her own verbal input with selection of vocabulary on the Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) system. (ICAN Talk Clinics, 2014). 
https://aaclanguagelab.com/files/130627aidedlanguagestimulationresource.pdf. 
· MODEL, MODEL, MODEL 
· Children learn verbal language by exposure and practice. Same premise for AAC users. You must model for them so they can learn. Do not be afraid to make mistakes, it happens verbally, therefore it also happens with a device. 


Slide 9 Activities of Daily Living (ADSs)
When using a communication device:
· Dressing 
· Identify the weather,
· Pick out items of clothing,
· Colors. 
· Brushing teeth
· Sequence of steps, what comes next,
· On or off water.
· Bathing
· Want bubbles,
· Pick out toys for bath time,
· Temperature of water,
· On or off clothing. 
· Toileting
· Requesting to use the restroom,
· Asking for assistance.


Slide 10 Activities of Daily Living (ADLs) continued
· Use of video modeling on device,
· Creating a visual schedule. 


Slide 11 Home Activities-Feeding and Eating
When using a communication device: 
· Encourage making food choices
· Requesting and Protesting
· “more”,
· “all done”, “finish”, “stop”.
· Statements about food 
· “yummy”, “yuck”,
· “I don’t like this”,
· “my favorite”,
· “hot”, “cold”.

However, we want eating and feeding to be an enjoyable experience. Do not put too much pressure on child.  Feeding and eating is GREAT opportunity for modeling. 


Slide 12 Home Activities-Feeding and Eating continued
Indirect switch users: 
· Power link connected to kitchen appliances including blender, mixer, etc. 
· AbleNet PowerLink 4 Control Unit available on Able Net, WalMart.com, Amazon (279 dollars)
· https://www.amazon.com/Ablenet-PowerLink%C2%AE-4-Control-Unit/dp/B0052XTHRM/ref=sr_1_6?keywords=powerlink&qid=1580510579&s=electronics&sr=1-6 


Slide 13 Home Activities-Crafts
· Musical Swirl Art 
· Enabling Devices (99.95 dollars),
· https://enablingdevices.com/product/musical-swirl-art/. 
· Using PowerLink: 
· Electronic Scissors.


Slide 14 Home Activities-Environmental Controls
Alexa and Google 
· Play music, 
· Turn on or off lights,
· Open doors,
· Lock doors.


Slide 15 Home Activities-Games
· Use  of Blue2 to connect to iPad for switch games,
· https://www.helpkidzlearn.com/ .
· Xbox Adaptive Controller 
· https://www.xbox.com/en-US/xbox-one/accessories/controllers/xbox-adaptive-controller .


Slide 16 Home Activities-Play
Switch Toys
· board games, 
· bubble machine,
· plush toys,
· light up toys,
· nerf guns.

You can modify your own toys! Visit switchedtoys.org for a video tutorial: 
https://www.switchedtoys.org/ ,
Adapted toys:
https://www.ablenetinc.com/, 


Slide 17 Social and Community Outings
· Using the communication device in all environments,
· Can set up for demographic information, 
· Asking and answering questions,
· Telling jokes,
· Pre-record messages or stories.


Slide 18 Additional Resources
· PraacticalAAC 
· http://praacticalaac.org/, 
· http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/how-i-do-it-supporting-teachers-of-students-with-aac-needs/. 
· PRC Language Lab
· https://aaclanguagelab.com/. 
· Missouri AssistiveTechnology (MO AT) 
· https://at.mo.gov/ .
· American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) 
· https://www.asha.org/PRPSpecificTopic.aspx?folderid=8589942773&section=Key_Issues. 
· Indiana Resource Center for Autism 
· https://www.iidc.indiana.edu/pages/aac-website-resource-list. 
· Wisconsin Assistive Technoloy Initiative (WATI)
· http://www.wati.org/. 

Question? Comments?
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